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not think T1-e Iiacl made Registration a primary 
object. I replied tliat we had only existed a few 
iiiontlis, and  aclmitted that Registration was not 
our  ultimate aim, but said I should like to be 
present a t  the Conference if possible. 

Pe t  the ~ l i o l r  qiiestion of hospital administra- 
tion is rather our concern. Cases like that a t  
Hemel Hempstead, and cases rrhere a grown up 
woman has actiially been ordered, in defiance of the 
Act of Habeas Corp~is, to  remain in premises when 
suspended f roiii employers’ service, and cases 
where momeii leariiig a hospital, even with reason- 
able notice, have been threatened with actions for 
absurd sums of money, and have been fools enough 
to pay, altlrouyli n o  court ever yet  has auuarded 
damages agrr ins CG licospital probationer f o r  hav ing;  
and oases where nurses do not get copies of the 
papers they sign, or sign iinnioral agreements 
vhich give the hospital the right to terminate the 
engagement, but under which the nurse is not sup- 
posed to  do so, agreements which serve to inkimi- 
data nervoua girls, but through which a E.G. 

\would put his f o o t e . g . ,  there is no agreed com- 
pensation in the London Hospital agTeemeiit, but 
if a nurse go they ask her to pay; but if they 
break their engagement with her, +bey don’t pay 
her j it is a sol% of heads-I-~~iii-taiIs-yo~~-Iose busi- 
ness, which I should like to  see fought out in 
gourt, as the lam is that  both should be liable to 
pay for breach or none. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. h. PATERSON WINOATE, Hon. Gen. Sec. 

London address : c/o. of Lloyd-George, Roberts 
and Co., 63, Queen Victoria Street, aiid 
4, Miirray Park, St. Andrews. 
[Fhis Association was formed after the publicity 

given t o  the manner in which cestain nurses were 
treated during and after the Ruchill Fever Hospi- 
t a l  controversy, beginning in 1907. We hope to  
refer to its aims in a future issue.-E~.] 

T‘HE COLOGNE CONGRESS. 
To the Editor of t l ir  (‘British Journal of Nursing.” 

DZAR R k A x , - I  quite agree with your cor: 
respondent about the necessity for saving money 
for the Cologne Congress. 

But what is mrong with the Post office Savings 
Bank? TTli-.. should not each one save f o r  herself 
€or that  little holiday in 191% ? 

Yours truly, 

Heathcrof t ,  Newmarket. 
[To save for lierself is just what each nurse 

wishing to attmcl the nest Triennial l\leeting of 
ths Internationd Council of Nurses a t  Colog110 
should do. But will iiurses do this without co-opera- 
tion and encon:..rgement? The Post Office Savings 
Bank is the best place for the purpose, and me hope 
many little accolints will be started for the Coii- 
gr ess exp eiise s. -XD. ] 

THE IMPORTANCE OF APPEARANCE. 
To t h e  Edi tor  of l h r  ( (  B&ish Jozcrnal of Nursing.” 

DEAR Nmau. -~  am enjoying so mnch reading 
how YOU became Jlitron of Bart’s. It! is alnyiys m 
interesting to  i.ea:l about real iieonle. slid hon- 

ONE WHO IS SAVINQ. 

- 

tory of the rrTofield” bonnet (I do hope it 
triumphed in the end) I was much impressed with 
your conclusion that appearances must be re- 
spected ’) n h n  reading Mr. Holland’s evidence in 
the cause celebre of the week. Nen seldom judge 
by anything but appearances and niann0r~ when 
selecting iromen for hospital poste, and many an es- 
cellent woman has been pamed over because she 
has got a red nose, tor a nervous maiiiier, or an ugly 
hat. Evic1entl;C. the genius of QllQ of our mwt 
brilliaiit wxwu journalists, whoc;a ~ o r k  brought 
much money tbo the coffeirs of the- hiidon Hospital, 
jras imperceptible to  Rlr. Bollmd, bacauso over- 
slidowed br a style of dreB to which he ohjectcd. 
How wise you were, feeling COllfidQliC~ in your own 
pover to  do the ~ w r B  of a Matron of a large hm- 
pitd-to look the part. Deserving promotion ~ Q U  
might have missed i t  had you worii a toque instead 
of a bonnet! How absurd is the iniportaace con- 
ceded to appearances in women. 

PourCS truly, c. v. N. 
PRIMITIVE METHODS IN HOSPITALS. 

Xo the Editor of the ‘( Brztzsk JouTnal of Nursing.” 
DEAR RImAja,-Cnstoms in hmpitak become in- 

digenous, and are Oari5ed on without change from 
year to year. Tea cups and saucers are used in but 
few of Q L I ~  ‘‘ best training schools,” aiid diet tables. 
and serviettes unknown in many. At food 0s- 
hibition@ we see a display of spot~ess napery and 
tempting %diet trays, for which prizes are awarded, 
but where are suoh trays aiid diets in use? I hav0 
worked in a good niany hospitals in this cotintry, 
aiid nothing of the sort is offered to  sick people in 
the general wards. Our poor are becoming tilt? 
worst fed nation in the world, and hospital cooking 
is notoriously bad. When I was young cot- 
tage cooking i n  Blngland was most nutritione, 
and the population healthy. “he pot con- 
tained soup, meat, vegetables, and pudciiiig, 
and it vas good. We should return to  this 
pot au feu, i f  we want to empty hospital wards. 
And more nutritious ‘( stews ” should be served 
in hospitals, instead of lumps oi? roasted foreign 
meat,‘ cold potatoes, and starchy puddings. The 
one thing above all others that the vomen patients 
woulcl enjoy would be their own teapot, and a nice. 
cup and saucer from which to drink their freshlg- 
made tea. Stewed tea in mugs is a very poor sub- 
stitute for *lie personal pot. This lusnry used to 
Be permitted at  Nicldlesex Hospital, and I hope ik 
is skill coiikiiinecl. 

AN OLD HOSPITAL XISTNR. 

~ o t f c e e ,  
RULES FOR PRIZE COMPETITIONS. 

AN ARTIULE ON A PRAUTXUAL NURSINU SUBJEUT. 
We offer &l 10s. for an article dealing with, 

Practioal Nuising of from 1,400 to 1,500 fvQrdS, to 
reach the Editor, at  20, Upper Miinpole Street, 
London, X’., not later than Saturday, January 
29th. By arrangement with competitors arwies  
other than that to nyhich the Prize is awarded may 
be selected for nublication. 

Each compeiitor must enclose her name aacl: 
things really hap1)~1t.  After hgiii11i over the 111s- addrem in frill. 
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